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Enjoy LI®H In the Mountalns!

mountains:

e b 4"‘ W”-‘ <o Snow Peak Tokachi Poroshiri

Summer has come to Tokachi in
full force, with most days reaching
highs over 30 degrees! As the
white peaks surrounding Tokachi
melt away, many find themselves
spending more and more time
outside. In this month’s Obihiro
Pioneer, let’s learn about Japan’s
newest holiday and how we can
celebrate it here in Tokachi.

The first [LI®O H yama no hi, or
“Mountain Day,” took place just
last year in 2016. With Japan
being an island country formed by
volcanoes, Mountain day is a
fitting holiday. But why August
11th? Frankly there is no real
significance to the actual date.
After being proposed to by the
Japanese Alpine Club in 2014,
legislators decided on adding a
holiday in August to extend the
Obon vacation. Why August? In
Japanese kanji, August looks like

a mountain! J\ H (Hachi gatsu)

Climbing the mountains here in
Tokachi is
daunting, but we
can enjoy the views
better from afar!
Here are a couple
of places to take in
the beauty of the [
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Address: Obihiro Takusei-Cho Dai

2 Kisen 2-7

Located on the outskirts of
Obihiro, Snow Peak Tokachi
Poroshiri’s campgrounds provide
a perfect view of the Tokachi
mountain range. The grounds can
be used by both regular campers
and auto-campers. If you're not
quite ready to spend the night
outdoors, explore the Snow
Peak’s high-end camping goods

store!

Obihiro City Hall Observatory Deck
AT RER—

Address: Obihiro Nishi 5, South 7-1

If you live in Obihiro, you're sure to
have gone to city hall to get
paperwork done. Obihiro City Hall
happens to be one of the tallest
buildings in the area. Head
upstairs to the 11th floor to grab
lunch or coffee and
enjoy the panoramic
view of the mountains!

= Enjoy the long
E@.‘-, weekend and
mountains!
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Events at TIRC and in Tokachi and Obihiro

When What Where/Contact
8/9 International Mini-Volleyball Night
(Wed) Meet new friends from around the world while enjoying a fun and
19:00-21:00 |easy sport.
8/12,8/26 |Japanese Conversation and Learning Table Tokachi International Relations
(Sat) Improve your Japanese language skills in a friendly environment. Center -
16:00-18:00 FOXRE -+
0155-34-0122
8/19 International Potluck Night: India tirc@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp
(Sat) Bring a dish or drink to share with everyone and meet new friends
19:00-21:00 |while enjoying food from all over the world. This time, you can enjoy
cooking Indian Curry!
8/2 2017 Livestock Research Facility Open Day _ -
(Tues) 201 TS ERERIEART— Livestock Research Facility
10:00-14:00 |This is the one day of the year when the public can visit! See the Shintoku Town Aza Shintoku
facility by bus and try some of the products. Elementary students Nishi 5-39
can try their hand at being a veterinarian. 0156—64—0616
8/4-8/7 63rd Obihiro Hirokoji Tanabata Festival o _ B
(Fri-Sun) E3EBUVVAENEEYEDY Obihiro Hirokoji Arcade
Enjoy Tanabata decorations, various summer festival stalls, wILILINE T —4r— F
Karaoke and attractions. 0155-23-5675
8/5 i9th Tokas:hi Itlarbor Fireworks Show Hiroo Town Tokachi Harbor
(Sat) F2E AR LENKRS _ _ _ [LRET+ IS S A18EE
Watch the only seaside fireworks show in Tokachi. There will also be 01558-2-0177
food bazaars and other competitions. Fireworks start at 19:30. 01558-2-2111
www.town.hiroo.Ig.jp
8/5 Otofuke Society of Commerce and Industry Summer Festival
(Sat) EEABFILSEFDOYHRIEMLKRES Otofuke Town Shindori Kaikan
15:00-20:30 |Enjoy stage shows, a beer garden, and a 1,000-shot fireworks show ERMHERERSRE
in the evening. 0155-42-2246
8/6 28th Rekifune River Festival o
(Sun) ESEER B REDY Taiki Bridge (along Route 236)
Popular with the kids, there will be a character show in a line of EE2365 8L
stage performances as well as various shops and booths. Be sure to KEHE LRmIE
stay until the fireworks show! 01558-6-2114
?S/jt? 'I;;;c:)k_org ;;266 Festival Toyokoro Town Erumukan
— HhR — = 3 =]
14:00~ Enjoy games, a fuwa-fuwa dome, lantern display, fireworks show EfEmZé?ﬁ'Eﬁ%_iiﬁn R
and mMore. LEC2EFOYETEESR
015-574-2206
8/13-16 70th Obihiro Heigen Festival Obihiro West 2 South 7 to 11
(Sun-Wed) |FE70EEBUVUVAERERZEDY and Hirokoji
One of the biggest summer festivals in Tokachi, with a Yumefuruya ELmAE2EETTE~11TH
omikoshi event, a Bon dance competition, Japanese drums, street TN

performances, and more.

0155-22-8600
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Events Continued

When What Where/Contact
8/13 Tokachi Summer Festival and HKS Meeting Tokachi Speedway
(Sun) +HBELRY &HKS/N\(/S—3—F 424 FRE—FD A
Enjoy a summer festival at Hokkaido's largest racing circuit. 0155-52-3910
http://tokachi.msf.ne.jp/
8/14 Honbestu Cosplay Bon Odori ARABT RIS RIETE 15
(Mon) [FARDEFOYRERAFYKRE ARHNETIE2T B
Dance the night in your favorite costume. There will be a ARETEE TS
lottery and mochi for all to enjoy. Feel free to participate the 0156-22-2529
day of!
8/14 Churui Furusato Bon Odori Churui Fureai Center
(Mon) BESDIEARY KR SAndWhtra2—1EHFRIEEES
Enjoy dancing for children and adults. Along with booths, a R EE L A A fth ) HR R R
lottery and mochi, try a different style of dancing, called Su 01558-8-2111
Odori!
8/14 62nd Tokachi Harbor Festival, Furusato Summer Festival Hiroo Town Hall Event Grounds
(Mon) Fo2l|+EEDOY SBHSLEFEDY IN=lIRCEe BIEE R E
12:00- Enjoy Hiroo's summer at this festival. There will be stage LRI 7TH
Bofgl?ggoe performances and booths. KRR K g T £ ese
g 01558-2-0177
http://www.town.hiroo.Ig.jp/
8/14 58th Furusato Summer Festival SR EEL 22—
(Mon) E58[E 55 IEHT—TIRTA/NL M1 2 BTET B 18
Have fun listening to Japanese drums and dancing in the EFIEREE TS
family or costume bon dances! 0156-64-5324
8/15 27th Kuttari Furusato Festival Kuttarai Chuo Parking Lot
(Tue) F27EIK>1-Y 55T ERY BB RETEIS
Rock on with various stage performances! Put on your best HENEIS
costume and dance for prize money! 0156-64-5324
8/15 Furusato Summer Festical (Urahoro Town) Cosmic Hall
(Tue) SBHIEDERY ARZyYR—)LET
13:00-  |There will be bon dancing, games and more! HIRETR TS
015-576-2186
8/15 38th Ashoro Furusato Bon Dance and Firework Show Ashoro Citizen Center
(Tue) FEIBEEBFSHDHSERARBYMEIENRR EHEIMREV2—H
Dress up in your best costume for the bon dance and enjoy a REHERFEMREFITEHLE
stage show and lottery. Stay for the fireworks show! 0156-25-2141
8/17 Summer Festival Makubetsu Town Bon Dance Makubetsu Town Hall
(Thu) BEFOURMNETRBYKRE B RIBT {215 A0E Y
There will bebon dances for children and adults. Come and ZRETEIS
enjoy a lottery and various shops. 0155-54-2703
8/17 51st Memuro Town Bon Dance Memuro Station Square
(Thu) FE51EFEATHRABYRR HL AERAFILES
Make the most of this summer by dancing in the Memuro AR TE LR
Town Bon Dance! 0155-62-9736
8/20 Shihoro 7000 Person Festival Shihoro Town Community Square
(Sun) LIZA7000 ADFEDY (KFEDY) TIRBETOS 2 =T/ Li5REE

Enjoy Japanese drums, dance performances, a vegetable
market, and more.

01564—5—5212
http://www.shihoro.jp/tourism/
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Movies At Cinema Taiyo, in Obihiro

(Nishi 3, Minami 11)
Tel: (0155) 20-1525

Times and movies are subject to change! (for space reasons not all movies are listed)
To confirm, call or check online at: http://www.taiyogroup.jp/cinema/theater/_obihiro/movie.shtml

Title Language Dates
Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Men Tell [Dubbed and |All Month
no Tales Subtitles
Cars 3 (Cars Crossroad) Dubbed All Month
Despicable Me 3 Dubbed Jpn All Month
The Mummy TBD All Month
Transformers: The Last Knight TBD From 4th
Spiderman: Homecoming TBD From 11th
Wonder Woman ENG Subtitles |From 26th
Events Continued
When What Where/Contact
8/20 Memuro Machinaka Marche 2017 Memuro Town Main Road
(Sun) HLAELLENTILS 12017 FEATARE
Explore the walking food paradise that is Memuro’s Marche! HLAEEENTILL 2017
Enjoy food grown and served from the area. ETEELERR
8/20 Honbetsu Meat Festival 2017 Honbetsu Park
(Sun) [FARDAFEDY2017 ARAAE
Buy various high quality Wagyu beef and cook them right N I BT SR T
away on free grills! 090-8271-0262
8/20 Bakkansai 2017 Otofuke Nishinaka Otofuke North 14-8
(Sun) ERE (LM ASLY)2017 EEATAGREEIL 14488
Give thanks for the wheat harvest on a wheat field! This 0155-67-6305
event takes place in Japan’s largest producer of wheat, https://www.facebook.com/
Otofuke town. bakkansai/
8/26 Shihoro Beef Festival TIRETOS A =T (L5
(Sat) LIZA 4RI +IRET R4 HE S
17:00-21:00 | Get your hands on some of the best beef in Japan while 01564-5-2614
enjoying stage events, BBQ, fireworks and more! http://www.ja-shihoro.or.jp/
shihorogyu/index.html

Obihiro Pioneer can be found at the following locations: Obihiro City Hall, Tokachi International Relations Center, Obihiro University International Center,
Obihiro Tourism and Convention Center inside the Obihiro JR Station, Obihiro Public Library, Tokachi Plaza, Cinema Taiyo, Joy English Academy and online at
www.city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp (click on “Information for Foreigners”)

“Obihiro Pioneer” Is a newsletter published monthly by the Obihiro International and Domestic Relations Section for residents of the Tokachi District and related parties. The contents of this newsletter do not
necessarily represent the official views or opinions of the International and Domestic Relations Section or the City of Obihiro. Questions? Tel (0155) 65-4133 or send e-mail to the Editing Team at
international@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp.

4 @ 2017.8




