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Friends of the World 2016 {lt R DLy 72 2016 m
_ It's fmally ge_:ttmg hot here L . 'l:hlmcu‘r Frpr——
in Tokachi, meaning more and FRI NM" o "‘M.m‘; World 2016
more outdoor events are taking Calligraphy
place! One of the main annual Class
events of the Domestic and Events 2

International Relations Section is
the “Friends of the World”
performance and food-based
event at the Tokachi International
Relations Center (TIRC).

There will be a kids corner
with activities for young children ~  10:80~15:00 = -
to enjoy, a gallery of items on s b iﬁi
display from around the world, a b S w—
“Yatai” or food stand with food
prepared by both Japanese and Events (pg 2 & 4)

International residents, and Time: Julv 3rd. Sundav 10:30 ~ 15:00
more! Volunteer applications | 'me: July 3rd, Sunday 10:30 ~ 15:
will be taken until June 3rd. Place: Tokachi International Relations Center

. West 20, South 6, Obihiro City
Please join us and become | fee: No Admission Feel

one of the Contact:

“Friends of the World!” Tel: 0155-34-0122
Email: tirc@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp

Stamp Rallies 3

Movie Schedule 4
Events Cont’
Be a Host Family

Japanese Calligraphy Class 2016 EH{ARZ 2016

(pg 3)
- The Tokachi Japanese Calligraphy, or &34
International  gpoqo, class for international
: Relations residents and students. Even if
e Center (TIRC)  you don’t know Japanese, there
is having its will be an instructor there to help
, »’?“‘"‘annual youl
There will be 3
Time: June 25th (Saturday) 10:00-13:45 sessions for 10
Place: TIRC Library participants each (total
Fee: Free! 30 persons). Each
,;\plflic:_tilortm/Corlt_act:IARppIIyt_byJu(r;e %2nd (Wednesday) |session is 45 mins,
oKacnl International relauons center : .
West 20, South 6, Obihiro City itf_gg]gaitdlféc_)gé
Tel: 0155-34-0122 T U Movies (pg 4)
Email: tircQcity.obihiro.hokkaido.jp




Events at TIRC and in Tokachi and Obihiro

When What Where/Contact
6/8 International Mini-Volley Night
(Wed) Meet friends from all over the world while enjoying a fun and easy sport!
19:00-21:00 |Free of charge!
6/11, 25 Japanese Conversation and Learning Table
(Sat) Improve your Japanese language skills in a friendly environment.
16:00-18:00 |Japanese volunteers will be there to help you.
6/18 International Potluck Night
(Sat) Meet local and international residents and enjoy a dish from another Tokachi International Relations Center
19:00-21:00 o ) OB
country. This time you can try Vietnamese summer rolls. UL
F fch istrati ired 0155-34-0122
ree of charge (no registration required) tirc@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp
Please bring a dish or drink to share.
?S/ 25;’ Japanese Calligraphy Lesson
at e .
10:00/11:00/ Try out the traditional J'apanese art of ca?llfgraphy. .
13:00 Free of charge (3 sessions, max 10 participants per session)

(3 sessions)

Please wear clothes that can get dirty.
Apply by June 22nd (Wed)

6/4 Tokachi Beef and Asparagus Festival Hokuren Shimizu
(Sat) TR T AT £ R L AR KENE TR
Enjoy a barbecue of Tokachi beef and asparagus, stage performances, F s AT 2 R RS
lucky draws and much more. 0156-62-2161
6/5 2016 Shikaribetsu Lake Opening Ceremony Shikaribetsu Lake
(Sun) 20164 SRBITIAKBH & TARAIDR LN & HA S SR AR
26th Rekifune River Koi Kate-Flying Mini Event 0156-66-1135
Children can enjoy eating soba, udon, and more for free. There will also http://shikaoi.net
be activities including a bouncy dome and memorial picture-taking.
6/5 (Sun) 37th Hiroo Tsutsuji Festival Hiroo Daimaruyama Shinrin Park
9:30~15:00 | FEI7EJLEDSDOLEDD JER T R AR
See over 12,000 azaleas in bloom while enjoying salmon nabe and local 01558-2-0177 (Mon-Fri)
produce, game corners and more. 01558-2-2111 (Sat-Sun/Holiday)
http://www.town.hiroo.lg.jp
6/11 Tokachigawa Onsen Footpath Walking Tokachi Ecology Park
(Sat) FEINRIR 7 » bR —F 7 FHTan o— = EL
9:30~13:00 | Enjoy the nature of early summer while walking around Tokachigawa 0155-32-6780
Onsen and the Ecology Park. http://www.tokachi-ecopark.jp/
6/11-12 22nd Tokachi Shimizu Ceramics Market Shimizu Town Gymnasium
(Sat-Sun) F2llHPE KL E b o EZAGIEEN=Y Gl
10:00~17:00 |Over 50 Hokkaido potters will come to show and sell their wares. From 0156-62-1156
(Sun: ~16:00) |this year, the venue is changed to the Shimizu Town Gymnasium. http://tokachi432.net/
6/15 7th Bar-hopping in Memuro Memuro Downtown
(Wed) BIENT L T indE=E FERANREIE

Enjoy food and drinks at the bars and restaurants in downtown Memuro
(stamp rally). There is a lucky draw after hopping 3 bars. Registration is
required.

0155-66-6522
http://www.memuro.info/
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(Summer) Stamp Rallles !

Some are all year long, but once summer
rolls around, they start popping up like crazy!
What’s popping up? Stamp rallies (RZ> 7>
Y—) | Especially here in Hokkaido where car
ownership is much more common compared to
down south where public transportation is
preferred and very accessible.

First, what is a stamp rally?

Stamp rallies come in various shapes and
sizes, but they are always based on a common
theme and the goal is to get a stamp for each
location and/or item. For example, there may be
a “ice cream” stamp rally, containing 10 different
shops. The goal is to collect as many stamps as
possible by visiting these ice cream shops.
Stamps also tend to be unique to each location.
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Why should | do a stamp rally?

Many rallies (especially those with
participation fees) make you eligible for special
prize raffles or discounts at certain stores. It's
also a great opportunity to explore new places or
eat new foods that you have otherwise wouldn’t
try or know about. After finishing an entire rally,
the remaining stamp book or paper becomes a
memento of your journey!

Why is there a stamp rally for EVERYTHING?!
Stamp rallies are a simple way to

advertise and introduce various areas/stores/

foods. Customers are given a goal to complete

RE T FY—

the rally by experiencing new things while
keeping track of it. Even without the incentive of
a prize, people want to complete the entire rally.
It is also believed that the origins of the modern-
day Japanese stamp rallies come from a
Buddhist tradition. When going on religious trips,
monks would carry a notebook called a il 2 Il
goshuinchou. At each temple the monk will get
their goshuinchou stamped and signed by a
resident monk. This is proof that he visited that
temple. Goshuinchou is also becoming more and
more popular with regular people.

Which stamp rally

should | do? v
Whichever

one you want to! e

popular, yet B
difficult, stamp B
rallies is the}
Hokkaido [ @&
BR Imichi no eki stamp rally. Michi no eki or
literally “Road Stations” are rest stops for drivers.
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Most have bathrooms, vending machines,
telephones, and parking lots open 24 hours.
Containing 115 locations across Hokkaido,
completing this rally is a commitment! But it is a
great opportunity to explore Hokkaido and check
out towns that are not normally considered
tourist spots. Completing the rally in 1 year
makes you eligible for their prize raffle, but if
completed within 2 years you can get a certificate
of completion!
Which stamp rally will you try this

summer?
2016.6 @ 3



(Nishi 3, Minami 11)
Tel: (0155) 20-1525

Movies At Cinema Taiyo, in Obihiro

0 TN RS Times and movies are subject to change! (for space reasons not all movies are listed)
To confirm, call or check online at: http://www.taiyogroup.jp/cinema/theater/_obihiro/movie.shtml
Title Language Dates
Zootopia Subbed Eng  |Until 10th
Captain America: Civil War English Until 10th
The Huntsman: Winter's War English All Month
THE REVENANT
‘ The Revenant (R15) Subbed Eng |From 18th
Events Continued
When What Where/Contact
6/19 36th Yachiyo Farm Festival Yachiyo Farm
(Sun) F36EINTRESGEESY IR N\ TFRASEE RS
10:00~14:30 |Enjoy many fun events including free roast beef, straw bale rolling, local 0155-59-2323
produce stores, animal petting, and more. http://www.city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp/
nouseibu/nouseika/yachiyofestival.html
6/19~9/11 |[Obihiro Downtown Street Festival 2016 Obihiro West 2 South 9-10/Hirokoji
(every Sunday) | Atk mHR =27 22016 IR P25 9-10 T H . /&
11:00~16:00 |Enjoy various performances and activities, with plenty of local food on 0155-23-4510
sale every Sunday at Downtown Obihiro. office@hokoten.net
http://www.hokoten.net
6/25-26 72nd Obihiro University Dormitory Festival Obihiro University of Agriculture and
Sat 10:00~ | HE LB ERT HB72[RELR Veterinary Medicine
Sun 11:00~ | Enjoy various food stands, stage performances, and other events BN E RS
organized by Obihiro University student clubs. chikudairyousai.web.fc2.com

FANZ7IV—E 4 |

Now Accepting Applications for Host Famllies!

Every summer the Domestic and
International Relations section holds exchange
programs for high school students with its sister-city
Seward, Alaska (USA) and friendship city Choyang
(China). To make this experience successful, we
need volunteer host families to host students for 2-3
nights between August 9th and August 20th.
Students will also participate in activities organized
by Obihiro City, but need families to host and have
them experience a real home in Obihiro!

For more information or to apply please contact
Coordinator Elaine by Friday, July 8th

Tel: 0155-65-4133, Fax: 0155-23-0171

Email: international@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp

Obihiro Pioneer can be found at the following locations: Obihiro City Hall, Tokachi International Relations Center, Obihiro University International Center,
Obihiro Tourism and Convention Center inside the Obihiro JR Station, Obihiro Public Library, Tokachi Plaza, Cinema Taiyo, Joy English Academy and online at
www.city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp (click on “Information for Foreigners”)

“Obihiro Pioneer” Is a newsletter published monthly by the Obihiro International and Domestic Relations Section for residents of the Tokachi District and related parties. The contents of this newsletter do not
necessarily represent the official views or opinions of the International and Domestic Relations Section or the City of Obihiro. Questions? Tel (0155) 65-4133 or send e-mail to the Editing Team at
international@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp.
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