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Friends of the World 2015 (157 é:%f—t_>2015)

It's time for the Friends of the World
at the Tokachi International Relations
Center. This year’s Friends of the World
will be held on July 5th.

There will be stage performances,
games and activities for the kids and
plenty of food at the International Food
Stands. Come join us for a day of fun!

Event Details

Date: July 5th (Sunday)

Time: 10:30-15:00

Place: Tokachi International Relations Center & JICA
West 20 South 6, Obihiro

Parking & Entrance: Free

Inquiries: 0155-34-0122 or
tirc@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp
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Ever want to learn how to write those beautiful Japanese characters you see?
Welcome to the TIRC on 7/18 and learn from a calligraphy master! Advanced
signup is required, so if you are interested in joining a session, please contact the
TIRC before 7/17 to sign up, but remember seats are limited so if you want to
guarantee your spots sign up soon. There will be 3 sessions, at 10am, 11am, and
1pm. Each session is limited to 10 people each. If you sign up, while nothing
special is required of you at the class, please remember to wear clothing that you
don’'t mind getting black, extremely permanent ink on.

Sattendance exclusively for foreigners.

Event Details

Date: July 18th (Saturday)

Time: 10:00-10:45, 11:00-11:45, 13:00-13:45

Place: Tokachi International Relations Center

West 20 South 6, Obihiro

Parking & Entrance: Free (Advanced Signup Required)
Inquiries: 0155-34-0122 or tirc@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp

Japanese Calligraphy Lesson (Z

Friends of the 1
World

Calligraphy 1
Events 2
Culture and 3
Cuisine Corner

Movie Schedule 4
Events 4
Continued

Events (pg 2)

Culture & Cuisine
(pg3)

Movies & Events
(pg 4)



Events at TIRC and in Tokachi and Obihiro

When What Where/Contact
7/1,7/22,7/29 | Tenipon Meetup Tokachi International Relations Center
Wed) | F=Ko X% FOIFIE -+
19:00-21:00 | Let's play tenipon, a hybrid sport between tennis and pingpong that originated in 0155-34-0122
Hokkaido. Organized by Dandelion. tirc@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp
7/5 Friends of the World 2015 Tokachi International Relations Center
(Sun) HHRDELZE2015 FOZRE- T
10:30-15:00 | Come and join one of the biggest international exchange events in Tokachi, with 0155-34-0122
international food stands, stage performances, games, kids' corner, NGO booths, tirc@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp
and lots morel!
7/8 International Mini-Volley Night Tokachi International Relations Center
(Wed) EREs=/\L—F 1+ F DR -+
19:00-21:00 | Meet friends from all over the world while enjoying a fun and easy sport! 0155-34-0122
tirc@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp
7/11 and 7/25 |Japanese Conversation and Learning Table Tokachi International Relations Center
(Sat) Improve your Japanese language skills in a friendly environment. Japanese FORREE -+
16:00-18:00 | volunteers will be there to help you. 0155-34-0122
tirc@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp
7/18 30th Kids Playground Tokachi International Relations Center
(Sat) FE30EFYRTLAITSIUR FOXRE -+
10:00-11:30 | Come with your children to learn and play. This month, you can enjoy games, 0155-34-0122
crafts, and storytelling from the USA. tirc@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp
7/18 Japanese Calligraphy Lesson Tokachi International Relations Center
(Mon) | EEERS FOIRRE -+
10:00/11:00/ | Experience the traditional Japanese art of calligraphy. 10 participants per 0155-34-0122
13:00 session. Please sign up by phone or email. tirc@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp
7/25 50th International Talk Tokachi International Relations Center
(Sat) E50E A B—FLaF )L k—2 HROTIE -+
19:00-21:00 | Learn more about the world and exchange ideas with other participants. This 0155-34-0122
month's talk will be about South Africa. tirc@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp
7/4 35th Shihorotchi Summer Festival Shihoro Town Plaza
(Sat) E35ELIEFA>EEFEDY TIRET A TS HEE
16:00-21:00 | Come and watch the earliest fireworks festival in Tokachi. There will also be 0156-45-2614
stage shows and other attractions.
7/4 9th Shibare Rock Festival Rikubetsu Uenbetsu Event Ground
(Sat) HIALIENOYITTZATA/NIL BERIRT SRR B A A M1
15:00-21:00 | A hot rock music festival in the summer of the coldest town in Japan. 090-2050-3947
7/4-7/5 14th Tokachi Yosakoi Soran Festival Sat: Mega Don Quixote Nishi Obihiro
Sat 18:00-21:00 | Z514[E 1+ BYOSAKOIY —5 &Y MEGAR Y - 7h—T Fa s[5
Sun 11:00- | Yosakoi Soran teams from all over Hokkaido will come to Tokachi to perform Sun: Hokoten Venue at Obihiro Station
15:00 their intense dance routines. =L ERARRI T 21
090-6992-4781
7/5 43nd Tokachigawa River Rafting Tokachigawa Suzuran Bridge
(Sun) FA3ETBEIIAHFTTY R T KAE
8:00-14:00 | watch local rafters as they paddle their way to the Tokachigawa Onsen. 090-5951-1158
7/5 44th Pyoutan Waterfalls Fishing Satsunai River Park
(Sun) FA4EE IV DB OERNBURE AL AL Eih
10:00-14:30 | A festival to mark the start of trout fishing season. There will also be stage shows 0155-67-2495
and a food market.
7/5 Urahoro Children's Festival 2015 Urahoro Kenko Park
(Sun) THIRETCE3EDY2015 TERETREAR
Enjoy bubble blowing, food stands, and other attractions. 0155-76-2186
7/11 36th Komaba Summer Festival Beer Garden Otofuke Town Komaba Kaikan
(Sat) E36ECEILEFOVETH—T EEATEIS SRR E G
18:00-21:00 | Enjoy a beer garden with live performances, games, a raffle, and more. 0155-42-2246
7/11 7th Rikubetsu Starlight Festival Ginga no Mori Observatory
(Sat) FETERIERMRI—ZA MIIATAN I RADHRXE
14:00-24:00
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Culture & Cuisine Corner (h/ILF¥—_&F 144 —Xa—F—)

Summer is here again for its short stay in Hokkaido,
and that means plenty of festivals, flower fields, and
fireworks shows are happening all over the island. As
you probably know, Tokachi is one of the sunniest
regions in the country, so if you're an outdoor person,
you should keep your sunblock and sports drink handy.
For those who prefer to stay indoors, you might want to
bring out your electric fans, as you can probably expect
some days and nights over the 30°C's in the coming
weeks.

Though most summer events are one or two-day
affairs, there are also weekly events in Obihiro that are
held throughout the summer season and towards the
autumn. One of them is called "Farmer's Square
Obihiro", a new project that aims to promote Tokachi
agriculture while revitalizing the city center. Here you
can buy fresh produce directly from various local
farmers (so there is no reseller markup). There are also
food stands, handicraft shops, and a rest area, so you
can relax and refresh after shopping.

hiz 'C‘!?¥ ﬁélz
Xt 1 iR Fe I "u f

CLOSE

09 00~13; 00

[ovzu SCHEDULE 2015) #f%Xm g1t

06/20.27 \

AT

- RIE [ L g%g'im
* MLt R EERH)

micTHM

(ONE4H) ckRoN

Q)//‘ 01722729,
")// 05:19:26

ﬂ @//@ 10.17.24

I D YN T TTOTT TIRS KXV, ERBBROBRE ZHRLS EEV,
LMl BUOSHF SRS WHR : PEPESO {R& RUR (BHVAbE 1 0155-29-3211)
VIR R - TE

1':
N

muTHR

Farmer's Square Obihiro is held every Saturday from
June 20 to October 24 (except for August 8 and 15,
and September 12), 9:00 to 13:00 at the "Yume no
Kitahiroba" event space to the north of JR Obihiro

Station (beside the Cinema Taiyo Obihiro building). For
more information about what's available every week
and other events details, you can check out their
Facebook page at www.facebook.com/
FarmersSquareObihiro (Japanese only).

Another weekly summer event is the Obihiro
Downtown Street Festival or "Hokoten". It is held every
Sunday from June 21 to September 13 (except for
August 16), 11:00 to 16:00 at the street crossing in
front of the Hirokoji arcade in Downtown Obihiro. The
idea behind Hokoten is to help revitalize the city
through an event "by Obihiro citizens, for Obihiro
citizens". With 2015 being the tenth year of the event,
this year's edition is fittingly called "HOKO 10". Here
you can enjoy plenty of food stands, shops,
performances and other attractions that change every
week, right in the middle of the street.

Since the
event runs until
September, the
Hokoten
organizing
committee is still
looking for
vendors,
performers, and
volunteer staff.
For more
information,
please check out
the Hokoten
homepage at
www.hokoten.net
(Japanese only).
Obihiro University
international
students are also
scheduled to participate in early September, with a
food stand selling cuisine from around the world, so
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keep an eye out for that.




Movies At Cinema Taiyo, in Obih

Times and movies are subject to change! (for space reasons not all movies are listed)

(Nishi 3, Minami 11)
Tel: (0155) 20-1525

Iro

To confirm, call or check online at: http://www.taiyogroup.jp/cinema/theater/_obihiro/movie.shtml

Title Language Dates

Mad Max: Fury Road English (R15+) All Month
Avengers: Age of Ultron Undecided Starts 4th
Terminator Genisys Undecided Starts 11th
Inside Out (Inside Head) Japanese Starts 18th
Minions Japanese Starts 31st
Pokemon XY the Movie Japanese Starts 18th

Events Continued

When What Where/Contact
7/11-7/12 Iris Festa in Memuro Memuro Park
(Sat-Sun) AYRTIRAAHTH FENE
10:00-16:00 | See over 25,000 blooms of 610 different species of iris over 2.7 hectares. 0155-66-6522
www.memuro.info
7/11-7/26 Moor Onsen Firefly Watching Tokachigaoka Park
(SatSun) | E—LRRERILEES TP EAE
20:00-21:00 | watch Japanese fireflies light up the summer evenings at Tokachigawa Onsen. 0155-32-6633
www.tokachigawa.net
7/12 13th International Tractor Bamba Sarabetsu Furusato-kan
(Sun) S 13E E RS2 —BAMBA BRIN 55 EEE
9:00-15:30 | Watch farm tractors go racing while pulling 3-ton concrete slabs. There will also 0155-52-2010
be stage shows and tractor riding. www.t-bamba.net
7/18-7/19 7th Rikubetsu Railroad Festival Rikubetsu Station Multipurpose Ground
(SatSun) | E7TEYL<ARDHEEDY RERIERAT S B AL
Ride on the old Furusato Ginga train line and enjoy prize raffles, stage shows, 0156-27-2141
and a fireworks show on the first day.
7/19 Makubetsu Summer Festa 2015 Makubetsu Undo Koen
(Sun) FLRDETTRA2015 BALEEAE
13:00-21:00 | Enjoy a prize raffle, stage shows, games, food stands, and a fireworks show. 0155-54-6606
7/25 37th Seiryu Festival Tokachi Shimizu Station Event Ground
(Sat) EITEFEREDY B KRBT AR M3
Enjoy brass bands, yosakoi performances, games, food stands, and more. 0156-62-2208
7/25 Wine Barrel Rolling in Ikeda Ikeda Wine Castle Event Ground
(Sat) DA AMNUFRSINLMTT MEATAUBTHERS
10:00-14:30 | Join a race against the clock with teams of three rolling old wine barrels. 0155-72-3218
7/25-7/26 All Japan City Bicycle Endurance Race Tokachi Speedway (Sarabetsu)
(Sat-Sun) £ HARIVF)12BRMHAL—X +HBRAE—FozA
Watch a 12-hour race with city bicycles on an FlIA-approved circuit. 0155-52-3910
tokachi.msf.ne.jp
6/21-9/13 Obihiro Downtown Street Festival 2015 Obihiro West 2 South 8-9/Hirokoji
(Sun) AEEQRIT 2015 WHILTHIE2E&ME8 T H-OT B, [L/ME
11:00-16:00 | Enjoy various performances and activities, with plenty of local food on sale every 0155-23-4510
Sunday at Downtown Obihiro.

Obihiro Pioneer can be found at the following locations: Obihiro City Hall, Tokachi International Relations Center, Obihiro University International Center,
Obihiro Tourism and Convention Center inside the Obihiro JR Station, Obihiro Public Library, Tokachi Plaza, Cinema Taiyo, Joy English Academy and online at
www.city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp (click on “Information for Foreigners”)

“Obihiro Pioneer” Is a newsletter published monthly by the Obihiro International and Domestic Relations Section for residents of the Tokachi District and related parties. The contents of this newsletter do not
necessarily represent the official views or opinions of the International and Domestic Relations Section or the City of Obihiro. Questions? Tel (0155) 65-4133 or send e-mail to the Editing Team at
international@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp.
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