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Wine Party (742 /8\—T4—) W
On 12/6 (Sat) from 6:00pm at the Tokachi Noukyouren Building (West 3, South Wine Party 1
7, Obihiro) in the Large hall on the 5th floor, the Obihiro Committee for
International Friendship will be hosting their annual Wine Party.
A large number of JICA participants and Obihiro University international students Multicultural 1
are expected to attend, and it will be a great place to get to know new people in Festival
Event Details Obihiro, so please join the Events 2
Date: 6 December 2014 (Saturday) 18:00-20:00 event. Tickets for the event will
Place: Tokachi Noukyouren Building (Obihiro West 3 South | are sold at Obihiro City Hall, Cutture and 3
ket s St o Fulmery e T 500, gy | etional and Domestic | uginecomer
School/Junior High/Elementary Students ¥500 Relations Sec’lclon (3rd ﬂoor)’ or Movie Schedule 4
(Can be purchased at the Tokachi International at the_ Tokachi International
Relations Center, or at Obihiro City Hall Domestic Relations Center. You can also
and International Relations Section (3rd Floor) purchase tickets at the event, Chinese Corner 4
Organized by: Obihiro Committee for International but we ask that you purchase
Friendship

them in advance if possible.
Inquiries: 0155-34-0122 or tirc@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp P
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Multicultural Festival Thank You (E & XXt SREZR D H2L)
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We’d like to thank everyone who joined
and helped out at the 8th Multicultural
Festival held last November 29th at the
Tokachi International Relations Center. It
was another great success, with around
250 people coming to see the event. We'd
also like to thank all the performers who
put in a lot of great effort to produce such
amazing performances. The event wouldn’t
have been possible without you. Special "
congratulations are in order for Ikemenz feat. Chiho, who performed a cheeky
Korean pop dance, and Obihiro African, who displayed an intense African drum
performance. The two groups were tied for this year's most popular performer prize.
Once again, thank you. We look forward to your continued support, and we hope to
see you again next year!
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Events at TIRC and in Tokachi and Obihiro

When What Where/Contact
12/6 Wine Party 2014 (7 A2 /3\—T74—2014): Nokyoren Building 5th Floor
(Sat) Come and mingle with local and international residents while Obihiro West 3 South 7
18:00-20:00 | enjoying an evening of wine, food, and performances. BEEE L5k
Fee: Adults 2,500 yen HIATTE3SETT B
University students: 1,500 yen For tickets, contact:
Elementary, Junior and Senior High School students: 500 yen International and Domestic Relations
Children below Elementary School: Free Section, Obihiro City Hall 3F
TEL 0155-65-4133
or Tokachi International Relations
Center
TEL 0155-34-0122
12/10 International Mini-Volley Night (BRI =/\L—FA): Tokachi International Relations Center
(Wed) Meet friends from all over the world while enjoying a fun and easy HFOXREE -1
19:00-21:00 sport! 0155-34-0122
tirc@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp
12/13 International Potluck Night (R k5w - F A k) Tokachi International Relations Center
(Sat) Bring a dish or drink to share and enjoy food from all over the world. FOXRE- i
19:00-21:00 | This time, you can enjoy the New Zealand dessert called "paviova". 0155-34-0122
tirc@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp
11/1-3/31 Winter Fest in Ecopark (4 >A2 7T XinT/\): Tokachi Ecology Park
(Sat-Tue) Enjoy snowshoe walking, snow raft tours, a foot spa, and other fun +EBIans—/—45
winter activities. 0155-32-6780
www.tokachi-ecopark.jp
12/6 Obihiro Zoo Winter Season Open (BT U5 BN E X HARED): Obihiro Zoo
(Sat-Sat) The zoo will be open for the winter season. BUUAEYE
11:00-14:00 0155-24-2437
www.obihirozoo.jp
12/6-2/28 Ikeda Citizens' Produce Fair (AT R:& T XY E E): Ikeda Seibu Chiiki Community Center
(Sat) Local products will be on sale at low prices. A R ET AR SR 131 - TtV 8-
10:00-14:00 015-572-2286
www.kankou-ikeda.com
12/14 45th Hiroo Crab Festival (5845EI[GEEMITEDY): Seaside Park Hiroo
(Sun) Enjoy the fresh seafood of Hiroo Town. There will be a Kegani crab O—HARN—VLE
9:00-14:00 eating contest, a prize raffle, and more. 01558-2-0177
12/14 Urahoro Produce Fair O IZAMETTT): Urahoro Chuo Kouminkan
(Sun) Local produce and other products will be on sale. HIRETR RN REE
10:00-11:30 015-576-2181
12/21 3rd Obihiro Citizens Ballet "The Nutcracker" (£3EI#HLHR/ LT Obihiro Citizens Hall
(Sun) INETBHEIY AT D: wLhmERXeR—IL
15:00- Tickets: S seat: 3500 yen/A seat: 2000 yen. 0155-23-8111
12/21 Mak Grand Music Vol. 10 (F2KJ 5 F2a2—9HVol.10): Makubetsu Centennial Hall
(Sun) The Obihiro Brass Band will perform a Christmas mini-concert for BABBERSR—IL
15:30 free. 0155-56-8600
12/23 4th Chikudai Fureai Festival (F4RIZB R SNBHLNVITTATA/VIL): Obihiro University
(Tue) There will be special lectures, lab tours, performances, and more. WILEEKRF
10:00-15:00 0155-49-5776
Early December | Shintoku Welcome lllumination (L\52 L L \LAELSILIR—T 3 JR Shintoku Station
to Late February |+ )). JRET1FER AT
JR Shintoku Station, the gateway to Tokachi and Eastern Hokkaido, 0156-64-0522
will be lighted up in various colors.
Early December | Tokimeki lllumination (EZ&HEAJILIR—30): Sarabetsu Village Exercise Square
to Mid-February | Around 20,000 bulbs will light up the highway 236 leading up to the BAIFHEELE - BM AR
town hall. 0155-52-2115
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Culture & Cuisine Corner (h/ILF¥—_&F 144 —Xa—F—)

Among the many traditions and festivities
imported by Japan from the rest of the world,
Christmas is said to be the biggest of all. While it's
not an official holiday here in Japan, the custom of
gift giving, Christmas parties and dinners, and
even Santa Claus have certainly become part of its
modern culture. According to the Japan Christmas
Museum (Nihon Kurisumasu Hakubutsukan), the
introduction of Christmas in the country goes way
back to the 16th century, during the time when
the first missionaries landed on the island nation.
The holiday only gained widespread popularity
during the country's postwar rapid economic
rebuilding, though it is difficult to attribute it to any
specific event.
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Of course, as is the case for any borrowed
tradition anywhere in the world, Japan has made
its own Christmas traditions. One of these is the
Christmas cake, usually made of a sponge cake
with whipped cream and strawberries. Every year
during the Christmas season, almost all bakeries,
department stores, and even convenience stores
will have Christmas cake on sale, as every
business tries to cash in on the holiday's
popularity.

Another uniquely Japanese Christmas food
tradition is eating KFC (known as Kentakki in
Japanese). Many Japanese order their bucket or
barrel in advance, to avoid the long lines of people
at every branch of the fast food chain on
Christmas Eve. This popularity is said to be the
result of a highly successful marketing campaign
by the company in 1974, when they promoted the
catchphrase "Kurisumasu ni wa Kentakki!" (For
Christmas, it's Kentucky!).

Christmas Eve in Japan is a romantic night,
some say even more so than Valentine's Day. On
this evening, many married or dating couples go
out to have dinner at a fancy restaurant, exchange
gifts, and eat their own Christmas cake. The
romantic angle of Japan's Christmas Eve has led
to the rise of many "illumination" date spots,
where couples can enjoy looking at large displays
of Christmas lights in various shapes and colors.
You can also expect most love hotels to be fully
booked on this day.

As for Christmas music, though there are
Japanese versions of many Christmas classics, the
most popular song is arguably Tatsuro
Yamashita's "Christmas Eve". First released in
1983, it became a big hit in 1988 when Japan
Railway started using it for their commercials
during the winter season. Since then, it has been
a mainstay in the airwaves during December.
Another recent hit is "Last Christmas" by Wham!,
made popular when EXILE covered it in 2010.

Whether you follow these Japanese Christmas
traditions or not, we'd like to wish everyone a meri
kurisumasu!



(Nishi 3, Minami 11)

Movies At Cinema Taiyo, in Obihiro Tel: (0155) 20-1525

Times and movies are subject to change! (for space reasons not all movies are listed)
To confirm, call or check online at: http://www.taiyogroup.jp/cinema/theater/_obihiro/movie.shtml

Title Language Dates
Dracula Untold English Ends 5th
Interstellar English All Month
Fury English All Month
The Hobbit: The Battle of the Five Armies 2D Japanese Starts 13th
Big Hero 6 Japanese Starts 20th
The Last: Naruto the Movie Japanese Starts 6th
Yokai Wotchi: Tanjo no Himitsu da Nyan! Japanese Starts 20th
Vancouver no Asahi Japanese Starts 20th

Chinese Corner (FEEEI—7F—)
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During the cold winter season, eating nabe is definitely a great pleasure. Talking about nabe, it makes
me think about sitting around the table with friends and family, eating and laughing. There are a great
variety of nabe in Japan. The most popular is Shabushabu and Sukiyaki. There are so many different
kinds of nabe seasoning that you can find in the supermarket - soy sauce flavor, tomato flavor, kimchi
flavor, curry flavor, soya-bean milk flavor, etc. The ingredients which will be put into the nabe are almost
the same as in China; vegetables, mushrooms, seafood, and meat. The difference is that spicy flavoring
is very popular in China, but the flavor of Japanese nabe is much milder. In China, everyone likes nabe.
There is a great variety of nabe in China, such as Chongqing spicy nabe, Guangdong seafood nabe,
Beijing lamb Shabushabu, Hangzhou Sanxian nabe, Hubei game meat nabe, Guizhou sour soup nabe,
Wuhan beer duck nabe, Nanjing Fish head and bean curd nabe, and there are also some new flavors--
herbal cuisine nabe, mushroom nabe, etc. They are very delicious. The Chinese nabe are also starting to
become popular overseas, such as the famous nabe shop- Little Sheep. There is a branch shop in
Sapporo, and going there would be a good chance to have a taste of Chinese nabe.

Obihiro Pioneer can be found at the following locations: Obihiro City Hall, Tokachi International Relations Center, Obihiro University International Center,
Obihiro Tourism and Convention Center inside the Obihiro JR Station, Obihiro Public Library, Tokachi Plaza, Cinema Taiyo, Joy English Academy and online at
www.city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp (click on “Information for Foreigners”)

“Obihiro Pioneer” Is a newsletter published monthly by the Obihiro International and Domestic Relations Section for residents of the Tokachi District and related parties. The contents of this newsletter do not
necessarily represent the official views or opinions of the International and Domestic Relations Section or the City of Obihiro. Questions? Tel (0155) 65-4133 or send e-mail to the Editing Team at
international@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp.
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