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Mori no Halloween 2014 (**0)/\I:I JA4— /2014)

Come bring your kids down to the Tokachi A
International Relations Center for our annual *
Halloween party. We will have plenty of fun
activities going on, including: trick or treat,
crafts, games, costume contest, and a
haunted house. The event is open to all
children up to middle school aged children.
Children younger than 10 years old must be
accompanied by a guardian.

We are also looking for volunteers to help
with preparations before the day of the event,
and on the day of the event. So even if you
don’t have Kids you can still join in the fun.

There will also be pumpkin carving on 10/25 (Sat) at 15:00-17:00 the day before the
main event at the TIRC. You must have a child in middle school or younger, and signup is
required for pumpkin carving, so please contact the TIRC before 10/24 to signhup. The
number of pumpkins we have for carving is limited, so be sure to signup early to make
sure you get a spot. Pumpkins will be displayed on 10/26 for the Halloween party, and you
will be able to take them home after the event.

| Halloween will be held on 10/26

(Sun). Like last year we will be
holding two parties, one in the
morning from 10:00-12:45, and in
the afternoon from 13:45-16:30.
Please feel free to join whenever
you are able to, but keep in mind
that the costume contest is at a set
time for each segment, and there
are a limited number of entry
) tickets for the haunted house so

. please come early if you are
interested in either of those
activities.
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Events at TIRC and in Tokachi and Obihiro

When What Where/Contact
10/8 International Mini-Volley Night (BRI =/\L—F A b): Tokachi International Relations Center
(Wed) Meet friends from all over the world while enjoying a fun and easy sport! HFORRE -+
19:00-21:00 0155-34-0122
tirc@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp
10/15 Tenipon Meetup (T=R> 3 RE): Tokachi International Relations Center
(Wed) Let's play tenipon, a hybrid sport between tennis and pingpong that HFORRE -+
19:00-21:00 originated in Hokkaido. Organized by Dandelion. 0155-34-0122
tirc@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp
10/18 International Potluck Night (R kSw% -+ k) Tokachi International Relations Center
(Sat) Bring a dish or drink to share and enjoy food from all over the world. This HFOXRE -+
19:00-21:00 time, you can try making Korean snacks called "Tteokbokki". 0155-34-0122
tirc@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp
10/25 Pumpkin Carving (FFD /Ao THx2 - h—Jd425): Tokachi International Relations Center
(Sat) Come carve a spooky design into a pumpkin at the TIRC. We provide the FORREE- 15
15:00-17:00 pumpkin and carving tools. You provide the muscle. Advanced signup is 0155-34-0122
required! Signup by 10/18. tirc@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp
10/26 Mori no Halloween 2014 (F®M/\O™94—>2014): Tokachi International Relations Center
(Sun) Come in your costumes and join us for a day of fun and games. There will HFOXREE -+
10:00-12:45 be a haunted house, costume contest, Halloween crafts, and many more! 0155-34-0122
13:45-16:30 tirc@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp
10/4-10/5 2014 Tokachi Banba Festival (2014 IXABEDY): Obihiro Horse Race Track
(Sat-Sun) Watch the World Human Banba Championship and enjoy plenty of stage VN8
10:00-17:00 shows, food stands, and more. 0155-25-7121
10/5 41st Shintoku Taisetsu Festival (541E5F W oL LLAESKEZEDY): Shintoku Kuttari Undo Park
(Sun) There will be yakiniku, local produce on sale, and the famous Shintoku SRR EESNE
10:00-15:00 soba. 0156-42-2111
10/5 Michi no Eki Fair - Autumn GEDER 77 - FL): Michi no Eki Nakasatsunai
(Sun) A harvest festival in the Nakasatsunai Road Station, with pack-all-you-can HEDEREME DALY
vegetables and plenty of food. 0155-67-2495
nakasatsunai.blog.fc2.com
10/5 41st Ikeda Autumn Wine Festival (55411 AETFRD T A2 FEDY): Ikeda Wine Castle Event Ground
(Sun) Drink-all-you-can wine and grape juice, and eat-all-you-can whole roasted METAHEAR RIS
10:00-14:30 beef. 015-572-2295

www.kankou-ikeda.com

10/11-10/12
(Sat-Sun)
10:00-20:00

50th Obihiro University Festival (88 50[B1# [ 3 B X&)
The annual "Chikudaisai" features various performances and booths
organized by Obihiro University students.

Obihiro University of Agriculture and
Veterinary Medicine
HLBEEKRE
blog.livedoor.jp/chikudaisai/

10/11-10/12

18th Shikaoi Soba Festival (£ 18[EEEEZIEEDY):

Michi no Eki Shikaoi

(Sat-Sun) Enjoy fresh Shikaoi soba, soba-making experience, games, and more. EHOERLABLMEFE SIS
9:30-15:00 0156-66-4034
www.shikaoi.net/
10/11-11/3 Autumn Festa in Tokachigawa (A7 —32 L 7T X Zin+ 1) Tokachi Ecology Park
20:00-21:00 Enjoy night sky observation, evening hot air balloon flights, and more. +B oo —/—4
0155-32-6633
www.tokachigawa.net
10/18 (Sat) Food Valley Tokachi Festival 2014 (7—F N L—&MEITAT(N L2014): Obihiro Horse Race Track
10:00-21:00 Enjoy the various foods of Tokachi all in one place. There will also be LN 325
10/19 (Sun) comedy shows and more. 0155-65-4169
10:00-16:00
10/19 Moor Market Thanksgiving Festival (E—JL 115 KR HE2): Tokachi Ecology Park
(Sun) There will be local produce on sale, pack-all-you-can vegetables, and more. +Iaons——45
10:00-13:00 0155-32-6633
www.tokachigawa.net
10/29-11/3 45th Obihiro Chrysanthemum Festival (£45E1H EHEEDY): Obihiro Chuo-Koen North Side
(Wed-Mon) See over 1,000 pots of chrysanthemums and a flowerbed with 3,000 whmhRAEAEILAS

flowers. There will also be flower lessons and more.

0155-22-8600
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Culture & Cuisine Corner (h/L Fy—_&F 214 —Xa—F—)

The first snow-capped peak of Mt. Asahidake,
the highest peak in Hokkaido, was observed last
September 16, nine days earlier than usual. This
is an important seasonal marker in Japan, as it is
said to mark the beginning of autumn in Hokkaido,
with the rest of the country following suit soon
after. All throughout this month, you can expect
the autumn colors to come out in earnest, and the
nights to get chillier by the day. Time to get those
coats and jackets out from the closet again.

To many people, the start of the cold season
means the end of outdoor exercise. If you're
looking for a way to keep fit and active, we'd like
to introduce to you a fun and easy sport that you
can do in any indoor gymnasium. It's called
Tenipon, and it originated in the town of Samani in
southern Hokkaido. It's like a cross between
tennis and ping-pong (table tennis), hence the
name. Like tennis or table tennis, it can be played
with 2 or 4 players, plus another person as an
umpire. Players use custom wooden rackets and a
sponge ball. The court used is the same as a
badminton court, except that the net is placed at a
height of 75 cm. Like tennis, the aim is to hit the
ball over the net within the boundary lines of the
court, in such a way as to prevent your opponent
from returning it. Scoring is similar to table tennis,
with servers alternating every 5 points, and games
played up to 21 points with a difference of at least

Since ball speed in Tenipon is relatively slow,
the sport can be played by people of almost all
ages, and even beginners can learn the basics
quickly and start doing rallies. Tenipon can help
you improve your hand-eye coordination, balance,
endurance, foot speed, and agility. And since it's
played indoors, you can enjoy it in any weather at
any time of the year, a perfect way to stay in shape
for the coming cold months.

Currently, the custom racquets and balls for
Tenipon are made only in Samani Town. Luckily
though, they are also available for sale online
(check out http://kabuhaya.com/
shopbrand/002/001/X/), so you won't have to
drive all the way down just to get them. Even if you
don't have the equipment, you can easily try out
Tenipon here in Obihiro every month. The
volunteer group Dandelion holds a Tenipon event
at the Tokachi International Relations Center every
3rd or 4th Wednesday from 7 PM. This month's
meetup will be on October 15th. You can also
check out the events page here, or email
tirc@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp for the exact date
every month. Just bring your own indoor shoes and
200 yen for the participation fee. Come try it out!
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(Nishi 3, Minami 11)

Movies At Cinema Taiyo, in Obihiro Tel: (0155) 20-1525

Times and movies are subject to change! (for space reasons not all movies are listed)
To confirm, call or check online at: http://www.taiyogroup.jp/cinema/theater/_obihiro/movie.shtml

Title Language Dates
Guardians of the Galaxy 2D English Ends 24th
Dawn of the Planet of the Apes 2D English All Month
Enemy English (R15+) Starts 10th
Lucy English (PG12) 11th-30th
Brick Mansions (Full Throttle) English 18th-30th
Deliver Us From Evil English (R18+) 18th-30th
Hercules Undecided Starts 24th
Non-Stop English Starts 25th
Dracula Untold Undecided Starts 31st

Chinese Corner (FEEEI—7F—)
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Autumn has finally arrived with the beautiful fall colors. This time |
want to talk about autumn in northern China. | was born and raised in
Tianjin. Since Tianjin is next to Beijing, | am familiar with Beijing. If we
talk about autumn in Beijing, then it brings up images of the
composition by famous author Lao She that long ago wrote about
Beijing's autumn. He wrote, “I think that the time right around the
middle of autumn is the most beautiful time in Beijing. The
temperature is just right, the balance of night and day is just right.
There are no sand storms from Mongolia like in the winter, and the
heavy rains of summer are gone. The skies are clear and blue.” The
autumn in Tianjin and Beijing are short but beautiful. You can enjoy
the autumn foliage and ginko, and it’s just the right season for eating
crab, which means that for the people of Tianjin that love seafood, this is the best season to eat a lot of seafood. Last year |
went to the Great Wall in the autumn. Even though it isn’t far from my home, it was my first time to visit it. No matter what I've
read about it nothing prepared me for the beautiful sight of the wall snaking through the autumn foliage like a huge dragon on
fire. It was a very impressive sight. There is a phrase “you won’t become a fine fellow if you don’t see the Great Wall”, but that
doesn’t begin to explain the feeling when you climb the wall. You can enjoy the autumn foliage from various places on the
great wall, you can look out the windows, you can go on the rope way, you can walk through the forest below the wall, so if you
have a chance please visit the Great Wall.

Obihiro Pioneer can be found at the following locations: Obihiro City Hall, Tokachi International Relations Center, Obihiro University International Center,
Obihiro Tourism and Convention Center inside the Obihiro JR Station, Obihiro Public Library, Tokachi Plaza, Cinema Taiyo, Joy English Academy and online at
www.city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp (click on “Information for Foreigners”)

“Obihiro Pioneer” Is a newsletter published monthly by the Obihiro International and Domestic Relations Section for residents of the Tokachi District and related parties. The contents of this newsletter do not
necessarily represent the official views or opinions of the International and Domestic Relations Section or the City of Obihiro. Questions? Tel (0155) 65-4133 or send e-mail to the Editing Team at
international@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp.
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