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Park Golf Tournament (E[fHZ/\—V3 L7 KE)

Every year the Obihiro Committee for
e International Friendship holds a park
Sl colf tournament for the foreign

: residents of the Obihiro and Tokachi
area. This year’s tournament will be
held on 8/23. The event is free for
international students and JICA
participants, but advanced sign-up is
required. If you are interested in joining
the event, please contact the Tokachi
International Relations Center at 0155-
34-0122, or tirc@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp

We hope that you will be able to join and look forward to seeing you!
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Bon Odori (Z1EY))

Come join the “Friends
of the World” team at this
year’s Bon Odori, part of
the Heigen Festival, in
Obihiro on 8/15. We will
have a large number of
foreign residents on our
team, but we can always
use more, so if you have
questions or are
interested in joining, and
taking part in Japanese
tradition, then please
contact the International and Domestic Relations Section at Obihiro
City Hall at 0155-65-4133, or the Tokachi International Relations
Center at 0155-34-0122. You can also email us at
international@Ccity.obihiro.hokkaido.jp or tirc@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp.
Advanced sign-ups required, so please contact us before 8/8 if you
want to join us.

We look forward to seeing everyone at the festival!
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Events at TIRC and in Tokachi and Obihiro

When What Where/Contact
8/6 International Mini-Volley Night (BIBES=/\L—F A b): FZDITREE -+
(Wed) Meet friends from all over the world while enjoying a fun and easy sport! Tokachi International Relations Center
19:00-21:00 0155-34-0122
tirc@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp
8/16 International Potluck Night (R kSw4 -+ k) FOREE -+
(Sat) Bring a dish or drink to share and enjoy food from all over the world. This Tokachi International Relations Center
19:00-21:00 time, you can try making Ugandan street food called "Rolex". 0155-34-0122
tirc@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp
8/23 International Park Golf Tournament (B R E/ S —ITILTKE): FOZFEE - 10
(Sat) Come and join local and international residents for a friendly round of park Tokachi International Relations Center
9:00-14:00 golf. There will also be a barbecue party after the tournament. To register, 0155-34-0122
please contact TIRC. tirc@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp
8/27 Tenipon Meetup (T=RY X RE): HZOZ R+ R
(Wed) Let's play tenipon, a hybrid sport between tennis and pingpong that Tokachi International Relations Center
19:00-21:00 originated in Hokkaido. Organized by Dandelion. 0155-34-0122
tirc@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp
8/2 32nd Otofuke Summer Festival (E32BEFEEEDY): EERHESERSRSE
(Sat) Enjoy food stands, stage shows, a beer garden, and a 1000-shot fireworks Otofuke Shindoori Kaikan
15:00-20:30 show in the evening. 0155-42-2246
8/2-8/7 60th Obihiro Hirokoji Tanabata Festival (560BIBEUVAL/NEESY ED WLLNET—7—F
(Sat-Thu) U): Obihiro Hirokoji Arcade
Enjoy Tanabata decorations, various summer festival stalls and 0155-23-5675
attractions.
8/3 25th Rekifune River Festival (£25EIFE )& REDY): EE2365 AL VKT _E T8
(Sun) Enjoy games and fun events, and a 30 m pillar of flames and a fireworks Taiki Bridge (along Route 236)
show in the evening. 0155-86-2114
8/8-8/10 41st Hokkaido Balloon Festival (554 1@ 3t@EN N—YI1R TN b): LTIRMELE
(Fri-Sun) Watch hot air balloons race across the blue skies of Tokachi. There will Kamishihoro Aviation Park
also be food stands and other attractions. 0156-42-2111
www.kamishihoro.jp/sp/balloonfestival
8/9-8/16 9th 3,000-Sunflower Maze (559E U FE Y3 T HERER): ARRIETEE IR F
(Sat-Sun) Enjoy a maze inside a 1.5ha sunflower field. There will also be food stands, Honbetsu Town Biribetsu Higashinaka
pony and tractor riding, and more. 090-3891-4633
8/10 Pyoutan Waterfall Play Day (E 3724~ 0 & Tl ADay!): R AL AL A ) b
(Sun) Enjoy river rafting and other activities in this water-themed event. Nakasatsunai Satsunai River Park
0155-67-2495
nakasatsunai.blog.fc2.com
8/12 Shikaoi 7,000 Person Bon Dance (LA #ULV\7000 AR TEY): L B /NS
(Tue) A Bon dance competition with various categories. There will also be food Shikaoi Central Park
stands. 0156-66-3780
8/13 64th Kachimai Fireworks (5864EI$EE N KE): TN BE R R 15
(Wed) See one of the biggest fireworks shows in Japan, with a fusion of music, Tokachi Riverside Special Event Ground
19:30-21:00 light, and 20,000 shots of fireworks. 0155-22-7555
8/14-8/16 67th Obihiro Heigen Festival (5567 BI /A EREDY): HILTAE2EETTBE~11T B -G/ g
(Thu-Sat) One of the biggest summer events in Tokachi, with a Yumufuruya omikoshi | Obihiro West 2 South 7 to 11 and Hirokoji
event, a Bon dance competition, Japanese drums, street performances, 0155-22-8600
and more.
8/24 "Bakkan" Straw Bale Festival (£ =%%3): BERMKRES
(Sun) Enjoy wheat-based foods, straw bale rolling, tractor riding, and more. Otofuke Town Otomo Farm
10:00-14:30 0155-67-6305
8/30 25th Doshin Fireworks (5525 B & #7817 X XR): TR B =5
(Sat) See various kinds of fireworks in this fireworks show that marks the Tokachi Riverside Special Event Ground
beginning of the end of the Obihiro summer. 0155-24-2154
8/30-8/31 27th All-Japan Gateball Tournament (827 [E£E 47—k R—ILKR): FEmARERLIS
(Sat-Sun) An open tournament held in Memuro, the birthplace of gateball. Around Memuro South Park Exercise Plaza

100 teams from all over the country will be joining.

0155-62-9736
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Culture & Cuisine Corner (h/ILFv¥—&F 1A/ —Xa—F}—)

If you're a fan of travelling, you've probably heard of books or TV programs giving lists of "places to see before
you die" or something similar. Do a Google search and you'll surely find countless such lists from all over the
world, with places in Japan appearing quite often. With Japan's recent push to open its doors wider to foreign
tourists, we thought we should share what Tokachi has to offer. So without further ado, we give you our list of "10
Places to See in Tokachi Before You Die".

1. Ban'ei Horse Racing (I£A Z L ik &) - A tour of Obihiro wouldn't be complete without a
visit to the Ban'ei Horse Race Track to see the huge and powerful horses pulling heavy sleds
across a 200m track with slopes, in an intense horse race unique to Tokachi. Races are held
Saturdays, Sundays, and Mondays almost all year-round.

2. Kachimai Fireworks (B8 1E X K%) - One of the biggest fireworks show in Japan, with

over 20,000 shots exploded in a spectacular show of lights and music. Held every year on
the 13th of August near the Tokachi Ohashi bridge, around 200,000 visitors come from all
over Japan. If you're driving to the venue, expect a very slow drive home.

3. Hokkaido Balloon Festival (Ati83& N b—y71AT4\ L) - This hot air balloon race in Kamishi-
horo Town is held during the summer and winter. The early morning liftoff of around 30 col-
orful balloons is an awesome sight to behold from either ground or air. There is also a
"balloon glow" event where the balloons are lighted up against the backdrop of night.

4, Lake Onnetd (A"~ k—) - Part of the Akan National Park and located at the east end of
Ashoro, this lake is famous for its changing colors depending on the season and weather. On
clear days, you can also see the twin peaks of Mt. Oakan and Mt. Meakan reflected on its
surface. We recommend a visit in mid-October for its autumn scenery.

5. Lake Shinonome (BRZE;#) - This small lake is located near Lake Shikaribetsu, and has
been named as one of Hokkaido's three great mysterious lakes. Inaccessible by road, you
can get there by walking 90 minutes through rough terrain or rowing a boat across Shikari-
betsu. If you're lucky, you may find rabbit-like animals called pika near its shores.

6. Fukuhara Sanso (f8/R LL¥E) - A famous spot for autumn leaves in the outskirts of Shikaoi
Town, this 8.5 hectare garden opens to the public from mid-September to mid-October every
year. With around 1,000 maple trees, the place turns a fiery yellow, orange, and scarlet
above your head and beneath your feet at the season's peak.

7. Taushubetsu Bridge (3773 2 VHE2) - This concrete bridge in Nukabira Lake used to
be part of the now-defunct Shihoro railway. It's been called a phantom bridge because the
lake's water level changes with the seasons, and it sometimes goes under completely. The
best way to view it is up close during the winter, when the lake freezes over.

8. Tokachigawa Swan Festival "Sairinka" (¥/2%) - For about a month every year from late
January, the Tokachigaoka Park in Otofuke Town becomes the stage for a surreal show of
light and sound. Here you can see countless lighted cones of varying sizes change their color
to the rhythm of the soothing music and narration in the background.

9. Sarabetsu Seo Hard Rime (B AI# 2 it D F&EIK) - Sarabetsu Village is famous for its rare
sceneries of rime-covered trees during the winter. In the Seo district of Sarabetsu, at dawn
on days when the temperature drops below -20°C, and the wind and humidity is right, you

can see magnificent scenes of trees and branches covered in fine white needles.

10. Lake Shikaribetsu Ice Village (#AAlli#a4>) - This village made of ice and snow opens
every year from late January to the end of March at the frozen Lake Shikaribetsu. There's an
open-air onsen, a drink bar, a concert stage, a chapel, and many small igloos of various y
shapes and sizes. You can also enjoy snowmobiling or ice glass making for a fee. "‘

Got your own list of must-see sights in Tokachi? We'd love to hear from you. Send your comments to the Obihiro
Pioneer team at international@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp, and we'll gladly put your ideas in print.
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(Nishi 3, Minami 11)

Movies At Cinema Taiyo, in Obihiro Tel: (0155) 20-1525

Times and movies are subject to change! (for space reasons not all movies are listed)
To confirm, call or check online at: http://www.taiyogroup.jp/cinema/theater/_obihiro/movie.shtml

Title Language Dates

Transcendence English/Japanese |Ends 7th

Edge of Tomorrow (All You Need is Kill) 2D English Ends 15th

Maleficent 2D English / Ends 29th
3D Japanese

Godzilla 2D English / All Month

3D Japanese

GODZILLA
s Transformers: Age of Extinction Undecided Starts 8th

Ruroni Kenshin: Kyoto Taika-hen Japanese All Month

Chinese Corner (R EZEI—F—)
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Have you been to Furano to see the lavender fields in July? As far as | know my Chinese friends, not
just those living in Hokkaido, but also the people living in other places of Japan, came to Hokkaido to see
the lavender fields of Furano. Do you have any plans for August? Barbecue? Camping? Fishing? Then, |
will introduce a great place for you—the Pyoutan waterfall, located near Nakasatsunai, a little town near
Obihiro. It takes about 1 hour from Obihiro to get there. Originally it was a power dam, but due to a flood it
was destroyed and is now a waterfall. The name of the waterfall “Pyoutan” comes from the Ainu language
and means "a place with many small pebbles”. The waterfall is high in negative ions, about 200 times the
average environment. When you are standing on the bridge near by the waterfall, breathing the fresh air,
and hearing the sound of the water, it is very easy to relax. In addition, you can also visit the Satsunai
river park and Satsunai river. There you will find tennis courts, a park golf course, a barbecue area, and a
place for camping. You can also enjoy fishing. It is a good place to relax and have fun.

Obihiro Pioneer can be found at the following locations: Obihiro City Hall, Tokachi International Relations Center, Obihiro University International Center,
Obihiro Tourism and Convention Center inside the Obihiro JR Station, Obihiro Public Library, Tokachi Plaza, Cinema Taiyo, Joy English Academy and online at
www.city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp (click on “Information for Foreigners”)

“Obihiro Pioneer” Is a newsletter published monthly by the Obihiro International and Domestic Relations Section for residents of the Tokachi District and related parties. The contents of this newsletter do not
necessarily represent the official views or opinions of the International and Domestic Relations Section or the City of Obihiro. Questions? Tel (0155) 65-4133 or send e-mail to the Editing Team at
international@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp.
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