Obihiro Pioneer

International and Domestic Relations Section Newsletter

Issue 39
July 2014

Friends of the World 2014 (1 D £1,1-52014)

Please join us for the Friend of the World 2014 at the Tokachi
International Relations Center on Sunday, July 6th. There will be a
number of stage performances, and great food to eat, so come have
some fun!

Date: July 6th (Sunday) 10:30-15:00

Place: Tokachi International Relations Center & JICA
West 20 South 6, Obihiro

Parking & Entrance: Free

Food & Drinks: ¥100~¥300 each

Inquiries: 0155-34-0122 or tirc@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp ||
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Calligraphy Class (EE# E)

We will be holding a
calligraphy class at the Tokachi §
International Relations Center &
on July 21st. There will be 3
classes, with a seating limit of
10 participants per class.
Classes are free, but advanced
sign up is required. If you are
planning to participate, please
remember to wear clothing that
you don’t mind getting stained —‘5 =7
with ink.

To sign up for the class or for inquires please contact the Tokachi
International Relations Center at 0155-34-0122 or
tirc@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp.

Date: July 21st (Monday, Marine Day (Holiday))
(Sign up by July 18th)

Time:1st Class: 10:00-10:45

2nd Class: 11:00-11:45

3rd Class: 13:00-13:45
Place: Tokachi International Relations Center
West 20 South 6, Obihiro
Participation Fee: Free (advanced sign-up by 7/18 required)
Inquiries: 0155-34-0122 or tirc@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp
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Events at TIRC and in Tokachi and Obihiro

When What Where/Contact
7/6 Friends of the World 2014 (tH R M &+1-52014): HFOXRE -+
(Sun) Come and join one of the biggest international exchange events in Obihiro! Tokachi International Relations Center
10:30-15:00 There will be international food stands, stage performances, games, panel 0155-34-0122
exhibits, Kids' corner, and lots more! tirc@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp
7/9 International Mini-Volley Night (BIB&S=/\L—F A b): FZDITREE -+
(Wed) Meet friends from all over the world while enjoying a fun and easy sport! Tokachi International Relations Center
19:00-21:00 0155-34-0122
tirc@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp
7/19 24th Kids Playground (824E %y XTL A5 5 UF): FORXEE- TS
(Sat) Come with your children to learn and play while meeting local families. This Tokachi International Relations Center
10:00-11:30 month, you can enjoy learning songs and games from Brazil. 0155-34-0122
tirc@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp
7/21 Japanese Calligraphy Lesson (E#EKERL): HZOTIREE -+ 0%
(Mon) Experience the traditional Japanese art of calligraphy. 10 participants per Tokachi International Relations Center
10:00/11:00/ | session. Please sign up by phone or email. 0155-34-0122
13:00 tirc@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp
7/23 Tenipon Meetup (T=RY ZRE): HZOZIREE- 105
(Wed) Let's play tenipon, a hybrid sport between tennis and pingpong that Tokachi International Relations Center
19:00-21:00 originated in Hokkaido. Organized by Dandelion. 0155-34-0122
tirc@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp
7/26 44th International Talk (£44E4A > 2—F>3FI)L-~—5): HZOZIREE- 105
(Sat) Learn more about the world and exchange ideas with other participants. Tokachi International Relations Center
19:00-21:00 This month's talk will be about New Zealand. 0155-34-0122
tirc@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp
7/5 34th Shihorotchi Summer Festival (3£34EILIZA>BEEDY): TIRET 2D T5H
(Sat) Come and watch the earliest fireworks festival in Tokachi. There will also Shihoro Town Plaza
16:00-21:00 be stage shows and other attractions. 0156-45-2614
7/5 8th Shibare Rock Festival (58EILIENOYHI TR T1/3)L): Rikubetsu Uenbetsu Event Center
(Sat) A hot rock music festival in the summer of the coldest town in Japan. FERIBT R Al A R b2 —
15:00-21:00 090-2050-3947
7/10-7/14 Food Valley Tokachi Food Festival 2014 (7—RK/\L—&ME B E522014): Kita Aikoku Community Square
(Fri-Mon) Enjoy the local produce and food of Tokachi. There will also be stage T EZEERRILE
10:00-16:00 events and PR corners. 0155-65-4169
7/12 35th Komaba Summer Festival Beer Garden (£35RICFIEEEDYET Otofuke Town Komaba Kaikan
(Sat) H—TV): R ES Gt
18:00-21:00 Enjoy a beer garden with live performances, games, a raffle, and more. 0155-42-2246
7/20 Makubetsu Summer Festa 2014 (F{RDE 7T RX%2014): Makubetsu Undo Koen
(Sun) Enjoy a prize raffle, stage shows, games, food stands, and a fireworks BALEENANE
13:00-21:00 show. 0155-54-6606
7/26 Shikaoi Fireworks Show (EE1BET RIE X KL): Shikaoi Riverside
(Sat) Enjoy a fireworks show with viewing spots close to the launching site. 8 1B T 3A ) 1| 25
19:30-21:30 0156-66-3780
7/26 36th Seiryu Festival (36E:EREDY): Tokachi Shimizu Station Event Ground
(Sat) Enjoy school brass band and yosakoi performances, games, food stands, +%EKERBTA RN RS
and more. 0156-62-2208
www.do-shokoren.or.jp/shimizu
7/26 All Japan Mamachari Bicycle Endurance Race (£ B A YvF+! 1285t A Tokachi Speedway (Sarabetsu)
(Sat) L—R): THRAE—RY A
Watch a 12-hour race with mamachari (city bicycles) on an FlA-approved 0155-52-3910
circuit. tokachi.msf.ne.jp
6/22-9/14 Obihiro Downtown Street Festival 2014 (4 EEQ/Ra722014): Obihiro West 2 South 8-9/Hirokoji
(Sun) Enjoy various events and performances with plenty of local food on sale HATAE2EMmITHEOTB. Ih/NE
11:00-16:00 every Sunday at Downtown Obihiro. 0155-23-4510
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Culture & Cuisine Corner (h/L Fy—_&F 214 —Xa—F—)

Did you know that the Tokachi region is the
largest subprefecture in Hokkaido in terms of
land area, and is larger than all but five of the
other 46 prefectures in Japan? The regjion is
also blessed with one of the longest durations
of sunshine in Japan, with over 2,000 hours of
fine weather every year. Along with its pristine
rivers, this has been an important factor in its
growth as a major agricultural center; the
region now produces food for more than 10
times its own population.

T RS -

agricultural productivity is mechanization. In
fact, the largest scale mechanized farming in
Japan can be found in Tokachi. Hence it
makes perfect sense for it to hold the
International Agricultural Machinery Show.
Held every 4 years, the 33rd edition of the
event will be held from July 10 to 14 at the
Kita-Aikoku Community Square in Obihiro. It
will feature the latest agricultural machines
and facilities produced by manufacturers and
dealers from Japan and all over the world. This
is a great opportunity to see up close the huge
harvesters and tractors that have become an
integral part of the famous Tokachi landscape.
Entrance is free!

Of course, the topic of farming wouldn't be
complete without food, so in conjunction with
the Agricultural Machinery Show, the City of

Obihiro is holding the Food Valley Tokachi

SRS
Food Festival 2014 or "Shokusaisai" at the
same venue. Here, you can have your fill of
local Tokachi dishes and delicacies from many
food stands, or buy fresh local produce for
your own home cooking. There will also be
stage performances and other fun activities
for both children and adults alike.

\ R = N -

Note that parking space will not be available
at the event venue, so please use public
transportation. There will also be free shuttle
buses to the venue from JR Obihiro Station
and the temporary parking lot at the Satsunai
Riverside in Makubetsu Town. For more
information, please visit http://iams-
obihiro.com/eng/.
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(Nishi 3, Minami 11)

Movies At Cinema Taiyo, in Obihiro Tel: (0155) 20-1525

Times and movies are subject to change! (for space reasons not all movies are listed)
To confirm, call or check online at: http://www.taiyogroup.jp/cinema/theater/_obihiro/movie.shtml

Title Language Dates

Need For Speed English Ends 11th

Noah English Ends 25th

Transcendence English/Japanese |All Month

Edge of Tomorrow (All You Need is Kill) 2D English Starts 4th

Maleficent English/Japanese |Starts 5th
mﬂm Godzilla Undecided Starts 25th

Chinese Corner (REZEI—7F—)
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July is here and with it the best season of Hokkaido has arrived. This means that a variety of festivals and events will be
held one after the other, are you ready for them? This time, | will introduce the Shichiku Garden to you.

Have you ever heard of the “Hokkaido Garden Path”? The Hokkaido Garden Path is a garden tour route 250 kilometers
long, which begins in Asahikawa and takes you through Furano and Tokachi where you can behold the delightful gardens that
represent the beauty of Hokkaido. There are 5 of these gardens in Tokachi and Shichiku Garden is one of them.

The area of Shichiku Garden is about 50 km2, and throughout the year about 2500 kinds of flowers are in bloom. The gar-
den has a variety of different unique sections with beautiful flowers for you to enjoy, including: the flower road, the rose &
clematis path, the raised flower beds, the water lily pond, the shade tree garden, and many more.

In addition to the beautiful flowers and other green plants in the gardens, you can also enjoy a great view of the vast To-
kachi planes and the Hidaka mountain range.

The owner of the garden, Mrs. Shichiku, wears bright clothing every day, and can be found in the gardens, sometimes help-
ing show guests around, and sometimes taking care of the flowers. She worked for more than twenty years building this beau-
tiful garden.

Pets are allowed in the garden, and there is a play area for children with a slide and swings. If you have time, | think it is a
good place to go with your family or friends.

Obihiro Pioneer can be found at the following locations: Obihiro City Hall, Tokachi International Relations Center, Obihiro University International Center,
Obihiro Tourism and Convention Center inside the Obihiro JR Station, Obihiro Public Library, Tokachi Plaza, Cinema Taiyo, Joy English Academy and online at
www.city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp (click on “Information for Foreigners”)

“Obihiro Pioneer” Is a newsletter published monthly by the Obihiro International and Domestic Relations Section for residents of the Tokachi District and related parties. The contents of this newsletter do not
necessarily represent the official views or opinions of the International and Domestic Relations Section or the City of Obihiro. Questions? Tel (0155) 65-4133 or send e-mail to the Editing Team at
international@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp.
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