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International Festa (E[f£ 7t XXinEH%2014) W
On Saturday 2/8 and Sunday 2/9 we will be FmGTIRE International 1

holding the “International Festa in Tokachi 2014”
at the Tokachi Plaza.

We are planning to have teachers from an
area English school to help us with “Let’s play in
English” lessons aimed a children, a free movie

International
Festa inToxacu 2014
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trade run by JICA, cultural introductions by
Obihiro University International Students, and
various international exchange and cooperation e
organizations will also be in attendance. !
We will also have a special rally for toddlers, L
as well as free English story books for children o)
younger than elementary school age. R
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The event will be from 10:00 to 15:30 and
entry is free.

For more information and inquiries please
contact the Tokachi International Association
office at the Tokachi International Relations fisx*4 ARCTTOR 1
Center at 0155-34-0122. i‘“ B R
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Event Details
Date: 8 February—9 February 2014
Place: Tokachi Plaza
Fee: Free
Organized by: Tokachi International Association
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Traditional Japanese Dance Class (5} E A [T B XRE
FRIAE

International residents, come experience the traditional art of Japanese dance. We are
holding traditional Japanese Dance Classes at the Tokachi International Relations Center.
The class started in January but there are still 4 sessions remaining (2 will be held in
February; 2/5 and 2/26). Space in the class is limited and sign-up is required to
participate. Participation is free and Kimonos and other materials needed for the class
will be provided for use. Please contact Karen at the Tokachi International Relations
Center for more information about the class and to sign-up at tirc@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp
or call 0155-34-0122.

Request for Articles and Feedback (S 5 ££)

In the past we have requested that people contact us with articles, comments, etc. but
we have never gotten feedback from anyone. We would once again like to remind people
that you can contact us at international@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp. Please feel free to send
us comments, ideas for articles, or anything else you would like to see in Obihiro Pioneer.
Thank you.
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Events at TIRC and in Tokachi and Obihiro

When What Where/Contact
2/5,2/26 Traditional Japanese Dance Class (B A @I+ H A& HFOXRE -+
(Wed) EIRIRERD): Tokachi International Relations Center
19:00-20:00 | Experience the traditional art of Japanese dance. 0155-34-0122
Participation is free. Kimonos and other materials tirc@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp
will be provided. For international residents only.
Sign-up required.
2/8-2/9 International Festa in Tokachi 2014 (EF&7x X &in Tokachi Plaza
(Sat-Sun) EME2014): (Obihiro West 4 South 13-1)
10:00-15:30 || earn more about the world through various EMNBTSH
activities. There will be a stage event, special rally, wILTE4EmE13T
film showing, panel discussion, various exhibits, and TEL 0155-34-0122
more. Entrance is free. tirc@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp
2/15 International Potluck Night (RS w o+ A ): FOIREE -+
(Sat) Bring a dish or drink to share with everyone and Tokachi International Relations Center
19:00-21:00 | meet new friends while enjoying food from all over 0155-34-0122
the world. This time, you can enjoy Valentine's Day tirc@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp
candy called "conversation hearts".
2/19 International Mini-Volley Night (B3 =/\L—F4 HZOT R+ 0%
(Wed) ): Tokachi International Relations Center
19:00-21:00 | meet friends from all over the world while enjoying a 0155-34-0122
fun and easy sport! tirc@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp
1/31-2/2 51st Obihiro Ice Festival (51 EHUVVAKEDY): Obihiro Midorigaoka Park
(Fri-Sun) Enjoy ice sculptures, ice slides, an ice candle tower, whmkr B E
stage attractions, food stands, and many more. 0155-22-8600
2/1 Winter Fireflies (Z(X1=%-EZNDEDL]-): Shimizu Central Park
(Sat) Enjoy a fantasy scene with over 1,000 ice candles BKETRRAE
13:00 lighted up. There will be free hot milk and amazake 0156-62-2357
(rice drink).
2/1 10th Honbetsu Snow and Lights Night (£10E1FXAs Michi no Eki Honbetsu, etc.
(Sat) ROEHMYF AP HEDERRT 5K FARD
16:00-20:00 | oyer 8,000 ice candles will light up the town. There 0156-22-2529
will also be a candle contest, games, and more.
2/1 3rd Wood Candle Night (3@ YR ¥ v RILFHA Michi no Eki Ashoro Ginga Hall 21
(Sat) B): EDERRHLEAIRAAR—IL21
Ice candles and wood candles made from local 0156-25-6131
pinewood will light up the town.
2/1-2/2 33rd Shibare Festival (£33EILIEN TR TF1/VL): Rikubetsu Shibare Event Ground
(Sat-Sun) Enjoy this festival of frost in Japan's coldest town, ERIETLIE N ARG
with an endurance contest, fireworks, stage shows, 0156-27-3990
horse riding, snow mobiles, prize raffle, and more. www10.ocn.ne.jp/~shibare/
2/9 27th Meakan Onsen Ski Hiking (2527 B f1 ;5 5 Ashoro Town Meakan Onsen
(Sun) Z2E—NAFH): REET HAEERREE
Enjoy the nature of Akan National Park and Lake 0156-25-6131
Onneto through cross-country skiing and
snowshoeing.
Mid February 32nd Winter Balloon Meeting (55328 £ 1874 8— Kamishihoro Aviation Park
Sat-Sun) | Npsi-Fn) PR
Watch hot air balloons teams compete in a race. 01564-2-2111
There will also be a balloon ride experience and food | Www.kamishihoro.jp/sp/balloonmeeting
stands.
2/14 Memuro Ice Candle Night (3KXT7&): Memuro Park
(Fri) See over 5,000 ice candles on the evening of FENERN
16:00-20:30 | Vvalentine's Day. There will be attractions for 0155-62-9736

everyone including, couples, children, and families.

(Continued on back)




Chef Hector’s Cuisine Corner (N7 43—

So February is here and yet at the time of writing,
many people here in Obihiro and Tokachi are still
waiting for the "big one" to come. That, of course,
refers to the heavy and prolonged snowfall that
provides plenty of nice sceneries and outdoor fun
opportunities, but also lots of headaches and
backaches. The fact that there has been relatively little
snow so far this season has not hindered the amount
of winter events in the region however, as you can see
in our events pages.

Aside from the usual skiing and outdoor options, a
recurring theme in the regjon's events for February
seems to be lights, ice candles, fantasy, and romance.
For one-day events, there are the ice candle nights in
Shimizu, Honbetsu, and Ashoro towns on February 1st.
For longer term events, there's the Tokachigawa Swan
Festival in Otofuke and the Ice Village in Lake
Shikaribetsu. There's also the annual Ice Candle Night
in Memuro, to be held on February 14, Valentine's Day.

B ANDHEI—F—)

~

?&')“m\g Firer | B % 4

%o % 3©

e e e & i
need the following: a pack of powdered gelatin, about
1 kg powdered sugar, 2 tsp. corn syrup, %2 cup water or
lemon-lime soda, assorted food colorings and flavor
extracts, small heart-shaped cookie cutters, plus food-
safe markers or letter rubber stamps.

Mix the gelatin, corn syrup, and water or soda in a
bowl and microwave for 30 seconds to dissolve the
gelatin. Pour the mixture in a large bowl and add a cup
of sugar, then mix with a hand mixer on low until the
sugar is incorporated. Repeat with 6 more cups of
sugar, 1 cup at a time, or until you get a stiff dough.
Dust your work surface with more powdered sugar,
then knead the dough until smooth. Divide the dough
into a number of portions according to the number of
your food colorings. Add the food coloring and flavor
extract to each portion then knead until well-combined.
Roll the dough to a thickness of about 7 cm, then use
the cookie cutter to cut out the hearts. Allow them to
air-dry for 48 hours (24 hours for each side). When
completely dry, use the markers (or rubber stamps with
food coloring) to write your own messages. Have fun!
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If you want to enjoy something fun and romantic
without the need to endure the cold outdoors, we invite
you to join the International Potluck Night at the
Tokachi International Relations Center on Saturday,
February 15. Besides enjoying everyone's home
cooking and meeting friends from around the world,
you can also try your hand at making the popular
Valentine's Day candies called "conversation hearts".
As the name implies, these are small heart-shaped
candies that have a short love-related message written
on them. Of course, since you'll be making your own
hearts, you can write any message you want in any
language you prefer!

For those of you who want to try making these
hearts on your own in time for Valentine's Day, you'll
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Movies At Cinema Taiyo, in Obihiro

Times and movies are subject to change! (for space reasons not all movies are listed)

(Nishi 3, Minami 11)
Tel: (0155) 20-1525

To confirm, call or check online at: http://www.taiyogroup.jp/cinema/theater/_obihiro/movie.shtml

Title Language Dates
| Thor: The Dark World 3D Japanese / All Month
2D English
Rush English Starts 7th
|Jack Ryan: Shadow Recruit English Starts 15th
The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug Undecided Starts 28th
Events (Continued)
When What Where/Contact
2/16 31st Churui Naumann Sled Derby (531 B H 5+ Churui Shiroganedai Ski Resort
(Sun) TULBEZYKRD) BEBREAT—15
Watch various teams compete with homemade 01558-8-2111
cardboard sleds. There will also be games where
anyone can join.
11/1-3/31 Winter Fest in Ecopark (74 >A2 7T XinT/\): Tokachi Ecology Park

Enjoy snowshoe walking, snow raft tours, a foot spa,
and other fun winter activities.

+HTanY—/—5
0155-32-6780
www.tokachi-ecopark.jp

Early December to
Late February

Shintoku Welcome lllumination (L2 LU LAEL

AILER—13a):

JR Shintoku Station, the gateway to Tokachi and
Eastern Hokkaido, will be illuminated in 4 dreamy

colors.

JR Shintoku Station

JRFT1FER AT
0156-64-0522

Early December to
Late February

Tokimeki lllumination 2013 (EEHEA LI R —3

22013):

Around 17,000 bulbs will light up the trees in the
park. Perfect for night drives.

Sarabetsu Village Exercise Square

ERIFHEEN L5
0155-52-2115

12/1-2/14

Santaland Tree lllumination (Y452 KW —A LS

2=V

See this Santaland tree, a gift from Hiroo Town light
up JR Memuro Station with 3000 light bulbs.

JR Memuro Station
JREF ZEERAT
0155-62-9721

1/10-2/28

Sahoro Lake Wakasagi Fishing (Y 7=RE# 7 HH 8

Y):

The Sahoro Lake will be open for a limited time for

wakasagi ice fishing.

Sahoro Lake, Shintoku Town

HISHET R0
0156-64-0522

1/25-3/2

Tokachigawa Swan Festival "Sairinka" (+ /11 8 &

FOUTERE)):

Come to a romantic world with a fantasy show of
lights and sounds. There will be a free foot spa and

other attractions.

Otofuke Town Tokachigaoka Park
L YN /N
0155-32-6633

1/25-3/31

A

2014 Shikaribetsu Lake Ice Village (2014 2& 5ll#12%

)

Come to this ice village built on top of the frozen
lake, with an onsen, ice bar, ice theater, cross
country skiing, and more.

Shikaribetsu Lake, Shikaoi Town

FEEIBHT SRR
0156-69-8181

Obihiro Pioneer can be found at the following locations: Obihiro City Hall, Tokachi International Relations Center, Obihiro University International Center,
Obihiro Tourism and Convention Center inside the Obihiro JR Station, Obihiro Public Library, Tokachi Plaza, Cinema Taiyo, Joy English Academy and online at
www.city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp (click on “Information for Foreigners”)

international@city.obihiro.hokkaido.jp.

“Obihiro Pioneer” Is a newsletter published monthly by the Obihiro International and Domestic Relations Section for residents of the Tokachi District and related parties. The contents of this newsletter do not
necessarily represent the official views or opinions of the International and Domestic Relations Section or the City of Obihiro. Questions? Tel (0155) 65-4133 or send e-mail to the Editing Team at
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